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Subſtituting NEW RESOURCES for their Sera. 


which may gradually reduce the Pooz's RAT88,- wid, 
in me, render that Burthen eaſier to the Public. 
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HE enormous Apenoe in cillatalning 
our Poor, the ineffectual proviſion for 
their relief and employment under the nu- 
merous laws that have been made on that 


police for that purpoſe; hath long been a juſt 
and ferious matter of complaint. It is un- 


head, and the want of a proper ſyſtem of 


neceſſary to enumerate the variety of . 


which have ariſen from this ſouree. 

If any Plan can be formed which e to 
| et end by eaſy and gradual advances, 
and affords a proſpect, in time, of working a 
radical cure for them, it ſeemi an object of the 
utmoſt importance, and will call for the pa- 
tronage of Government, and the aſſiſlance of 


every able and good ci 991 


— 4 52 18 


are ſuggeſted by one who has employed much 


time and expence ina the purfuit of it, and 
210g Es 33 et wiſhes 


The ſullowingiciougthe.uponithat ſubje& 


L 41 


wilkes to revive an ada to it at A ume 
when, he flatters himſelf, there is not only in- 
clination to undertake that arduous work, but 
power and ability to effect it. 

This great buſineſs ſeems to. branch itſelf 
into two heads. 

Firſt, The forming ſome wits and prudent 
regulations for encouraging labour and in- 
duſtry, and preventing, as far as may be. tho 
increaſe of the Poor. 

Under this head, we may claſs the en- 
couragement of clubs and ſocieties 
amongſt the poor labourers and artie 
ficers, by ſmall weekly or monthly con- 
tributions, to aſſiſt each other in main- 
taining themſelves and their families, 
when from ſickneſs or infirmities they 
ſhall be unable to work; and the inveſt» 
ing proper powers in the perſons: whom, 
the ſubſcribers to thoſe clubs or ſocietiea 
ſhall entruſt with the management, re. 

ceipt, and application of eee raiſed, 

Which ſeems to afford a very good 1 
dient for that purpo an 

Secondly, The Aading ſuitable employment | 
for thoſe who are able to work, hut cannot;pro+ 

eure it; the taking proper care of all thoſe 
perſons who are, by their infancy, age, or 

infirmities, unable to provide for themſelves 3 
and the arranging and conducting the wh 
in ſuch method, and with ſuch prudence. and 
| Tegulatity, that, on the one hand, the _ 

beut Poor ey be Fey fed,” clothed, and 


ogy 


tes 


jodged; and on the ** that the ſtricteſt 
order, decericy, economy, and frugality may 
be obſerved and eſtabliſhed. 5 
By the Act of the 22 Geo, III. chap. 83. 

a Plan for this purpoſe is prepared 
and digeſted; which, it is hoped, with 

© the alterations and improvements now 

| ſed, and the additional reſources 
Which are here ſuggeſted, will be the 
means of accompliſhing the great object 
before mentioned. The heads and ſub- 
ſtance of the whole Plan wil then br as 

under: 

Firſt, The forming diſtriQts of one or more 
adjacent pariſhes or places, and houſes of re- 
ce ption, for the better maintenance, employ- 
ment, and government of the poor, at a mo- 
derate expence, and under a proper inſpection, 
according to the ſaid Act of the 22 Geo. III. 
in which | the ſtricteſt eee is intro | 

"The alterations 10 awenditietns o- 
poſed to be made in that Act, in order 

to render it effectual and practicable (by 

which immenſe ſavings will be produced 
in the expenditure), are contained in 
the following © Obſervations.” 
Secondly, The providing a fund or com- 
mon ſtock from various articles and matters of; 
ſupply, to ariſe within each diſtrict, conſiſting. 
of the following particulars, to be 1 in, 
e 16 Ter? 7 11 * | 
oh 7 3 Fa. | 00 iſt | 
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"tt; The chatitable:donations, which have 
been heretofore. made and provided, or may 
hereafter be given for the relief of poor pet- 
ſors, who may become a burthen to * place 
within the diſtrict. aid; 463 
2d, Penalties and. forfeitures for Ane 
which are already, by ſeveral Acts of Par- 
liament, given to the Poor, but frequently 
not collected. or it collected, miſapplied. ji 

3d, Other penalties and forfeitures given to 
the King by ſeveral Acts of Parliament for 
certain offences; and alſo all fines ſet upon 
perſons for crimes committed, if his Majeſty 
ſhall be graciouſſy pleaſed to permit, Dem to to 
be fo applied. © EDT 

4th, A tax to be laic upon dogs, ih 18 
a favourite object of taxation wich the people, 
in moſt parts of the kingdom; and though, 
perhaps, too precarious a reſource for the: ere - 
ditors of the Public, yet if it was to be appro- 
priated to the relief of the Poor, it is appre- 
hended it would be both chearfully paid and 
faithfully, applied, and in many diſtricts 
would amount to a conſiderable ſum. 
; 5th, An additional toll to be paid at turn- 
Pike-gates on Sundays in all places throughout 
the kingdom, where no additional ob is at 
at preſent charged for that day. .- | 

If the whole of this-Plan ſhould * 0 "Fl | 
tunate as to meet with approbation, theſe ad- 
ditional reſpurces will be conſiderable ; and it 
i not doubred but an other productive 
Ar. 8. 4A | articles, 


CEE) 


articles, equnliy viexeprionk e Um be 
ſuggeſted by thoſe” who are * en to pro- 
Re TOY OECD. 
It is apprehended, from all theſe reſources, 
and the economical regulations preſcribed by 
the late and new intended Act that the ſüms 
to be taiſed may, in time, take 2 A . 


able part of the Poor's rates ; dyring its 
rogreſs, all deficiencies will of 2 good 
y thoſe rates, charged. according to the pre- 
ſent laws; ſo that no poſſible inconvenience 
or interruption Rae From the Fee 
N ar recog f 
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OBSERVATIONS 
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Iluftrate foch Parts of the' PL A N for * 
"RELIEF and EMPLOYMENT of , 
e ſtand i in need of e 


* Aer 


n RE fixing Proper diſtri 10 ee n and 


places which are not already ted 
by Acts of Parliament, purſuant to the Statute of 
22 Geo. III. ſeems to be a neceſſury ſoundation 
for this Plan. 

That Act eſtabliſhes many excellent rakes and 
regulations for &conomy, and for preventing any 
. fraudulent practices or impoſitions. (See the Act, 
or the abſtract of it.) It refers to printed copies 
of all the proceedings, which are inſerted in a 
Schedule to the Act; together with the modes of 
adjuſting the accounts; and alſo the rules, orders, 
bye - laws, and regulations, to be obſerved and en- 
forced at every poor- houſe, to be provided and 
_ eſtabliſhed under the authority of the Act. It 
directs in what manner the pariſhes. and places 
ſhovld be united, and the mode of contributions; 
but it gequires che conſent of two-thirds of the 
owners and occupiers of eſtares to be a N 

as therein mentioned. | 
' There are not many inflanced of its being en- 
9 although the — are in general we 
mitt 


444 


- mitted to he very -Prpdently and wiſely * 


ſons required to make the appli 


but as it is made optional, and no particular per- 
ication, nor any 


time fixed for doing its and as difficulties have 


been found in getting the concurrence of ſo great 
a majority of che perſons whoſe conſents are ne- 
ceſſary, many who wiſh to introduce it are diſ- 


couraged from the attempt. 


hs ſhould be thought proper to have a Bill prepared 


To obviate theſe and other difficulties, if it 


upon this Plan, it may be requiſite to amend the 


late Act in the following particulars, viz. 


the 


Inſtead of procuring the conſent of two-thirds 
of the owners and occupiers of land, &c. within 
pariſh, &c..it may direct that it ſhall be done 


” — "24 conſent of two-thirds of thoſe who, after 


due notice given, according to the Act, ſhall at- 
tend the meeting: and that a meeting for the pur- 
poſe of carrying the Act into execution, ſhall be 


called, according to the directions of the Act, by 
| the church-wardens and oyerſeers, ſometime in 


the month of September in every year, till agreed 
to, under penalties for the neglect jn giving ſuch 
notice: And in order to prevent the diſtticts 
being too ſmall (as it will require a greater expence 
to eſtabliſh this Plan by proper officers, and due 
regulations, than a ſmall pariſn can afford), it 
may be directed that no ou or place ſhould 


| form a ſingle diſtrict, Ab Poor's rates had not, 


on amediumof three years Rees amounted to 
per annum at leaſt; and that no 


| 8 ſhould be united for the purpoſes of the 


| ST {4Y# 
«* 3564S 


Act, whoſe: Poor's rates for ſuch pariſhes, on 2 


medium of oy * preceding, ſhall-not have 


A ere to per annum at leaſt. 
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That another clauſe lboulch be Inſertid, deelür⸗ 
N pariſhor place which ſhould reſoſe 
to comply with the proviſions of the former, and 
of the new intended Act, within a time to be ſp- 
cified, ſhall loſe the benefit of the penalties, for- 
feitures, and fines," and alſo of the tax upon cob 
the Sunday tolls, and other things to be given 
the new propoſed Act, in eaſe of the Poor 8 ef rd | 
within the diſtrict ; and that the fame mould be 
thereby directed to be applied for the uſe of che 
diſtrict or diſtricts adjoining the pariſh or place ſo 
refuſing to comply, which ſhall have — 4 
thoſe proviſions, in proportion to; the amount of 
their Poor's rates in the year preceding; and alſo 
declaring, that the diſtricts already incorporated 
by Act of Parliament, for the relief and employ- 
ment of the Poor, ſhould have the benefit of the 
reſources and ſupplies mentioned in this Plan,, and 
Z be at ao gd to d Mer the nnn _ 
J ro d. 0357 
5 ei is hoped, by Welt weng there will bevery 
m— if any, pariſhes or places Which will! not 
carry the Acts into execution; and it is appre- 
hended no one will have juſt cauſe of complaint, 
as the option ſtil] Were er there being no an 
pulſive clauſe. 

It is propoſed that every other defe&i in 3 
AQ, which has been, or all be diſcovered, tall 
be corrected by the new one. 

The labour of the Poor, if well ien to, will 
be of great uſe; but the ceconomical _ 
the Plan be adhered to, will be immenſe 5*r 
fore it appears of the utmoſt conſequence to 1 
force the regulations, ae: as Perfect as 
ee id No a en e de 
26 | 8 Wich 


+5 F' 8 


Wich reſpect to e Uabſtgtde dbb n th 
rehended i there are mahy cone aled in differttid at 
s of the kingdom, andorhers groſsly miſoppliedo 
An Act-toblige the miniſters and church 
virdens oftevery patiſh to give iuſormatlon and! - 
make: retutius upon oath; of All charitable dona- 
tions, for thexuſe of the por] üHIiο,H heir 3 3 
would malte conſiderable diſcoveries, and, inſtead - 
of retarding; greatly facilitate the ede 5 
this Plan, by increaſing tlie ſupplies in each difs 
trict; as diſcoveries will 9 making of 
charities applicable to the relief of the Poor, or 
to the care and fupport of poor children. S,Uut 
a charity, when applied to the children bf idle andꝰ 
profligate parents in the firſt ſtage of theit lives 
might prevent their becoming a burden to the 
pariſhes, and be conſidered” as one of the beſt of 
charities; for which reaſonsit is hoped! ali choſe) 
kind of donations will be particularly r tiel 
and rnudur aged. 3 ne 
Beſides che charighed Alraady given, it. is / appte- 
hended chen this Pla comes to be well eſtabliſn - 
ed, and the benefits of it to be made apparent by 
the annual returns ati the quarter ſeſſions; pur- 
fuant to the act, many new donations and pro- 
viſions will bel yolanarily added by benevolent 
and well · diſpoſed perſons, who! may either ehooſs 
to increaſe the fund generally, or take for their 
objet ſome ĩncreaſe of allowance; to ſuch of the 
poor within the. diſtrict, whoſe morals and cha- 
racters ſhall recommend them, and who-have - 
been brought into diſtreſs by anfirmities oriun- 
avoidable: misfortunes. Others may chobſe e 
their object. che making better proviſion forrthe 
care and employment 1 8 children; - d U fads 
- V= N - 109: 0 ä 589 e 
IN.2Y ' 
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A. 10 PEER and e given by Acts of 
4 to ot ſor the uſe of the Poor, or 
ta his Majeſty; it ig op rows that they ould: 

extracted from the ſeveral 3 and 4 
of them printed and circulsted for the 
8 of the Public, and of perſons whoſe 
bulineſs 1 it may be to ſee this Plan execute. 

Penalties: upon ale-houſe r izances, Po ; 
ſtead of being eſtreated into the court of Exche- 
quer, may be directed to be recovered in a ſurn- 
mary way, and make a part of this fun 

The treaſurer of 2 diſtrict, if he ſhall be 
thought a proper perſon, may be directed to re- 
cover, collect, and receive, the ſeveral penalties, 
forfeitures and fines, which ſhall be or. dep pli. - 
cable to this fund; and if an allowance 4 2 
ſhilling in the pound was to be made him for his 
trouble, it would be a ſpur to his diligence, an. 
greatly facilitate the buſineſs,  - - 

By theſe means the moſt ſalutary laws and. 
viſions will be enforced, and many revived w ich 
have long lain dormant. The application here 
propoſed, will make ſome atonement for the guilt 
of the offenders, and -ſome recompence to the 
inhabitants of the places where the crimes were 
committed, and the offenders reſided, and may 
contribute much to their diſcovery, and the ey, 


niſhment of the tranſgreſſors. 


The character of an informer has hichetto been 
odious; and, on that account, the execution of 
the penal laws has been much neglected; but, 
when the penalties and forfeitures are to be ap- 
plied to the relief of the Poor, the W *. 
them will be very uſeful and laudable. | 

With regard ta the tax upon dogs, 25 it mub | 
nr e the n. * * it + will N 


8 


9 p . 
4 


w.a od 
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2 . 13 . 111312310 } 012A 
vent much milakies, and may afford ſuerour th | 
many poor people, if they had the food Which id 
too wantonly laviſned upon thoſe animals. The 
quantum ot the tax upon each ſpecies of dogs; 
Will be conſidered and ſettled by the legiſlature, 

as alſo the mode of collecting it. It may be 

id by the collector, into the hands of the eas | 
ro r of each diſtric. 

In places where the Sunday tolls are dlready ap- 
propriated for temporary or ar uſes, they 
may be directed to fall into the common fund for 
the diſtrict, when thoſe purpoſes are' ſatisfied. - 
It is further propoſed, that in the — tis - 
Act, powers ſhall be given to aid and aſſiſt the 
inſtitution. of clubs or ſocieties mentioned in be 
Plan, and ſuitable provifions made for that pur- 
poſe, and for ſecuring the money from loſs or — F 
application, which may be collected from thoſe ſo- 
cieties who have adopted the beſt regulations, and 
been attended with the greateſt ſucceſs. | 

With reſpe& to all the penalties, forfeitures, 
and fines, which ſhall exceed ol, and alſo the 

Sunday tolls, it may be though 5 proger to direct 
them to be paid into the hands of ſuch perſon or 
perſons as the juſtices of the peace for the county, 
riding, diviſion, &c. where they ariſe, ſhall, at 
their quarter- ſeſſions, appoint, and be dictributed ? 
in each year, by the order and direction of three 
or five gentlemen, to be nominated by the juſ- 
tices at their quarter-ſeſſions, as ſoon as conve- 
niently may be after the returns from each diſtrick 
ſhall be made, purſuant to the directions of the 
ſaid AQ, — ſuch pariſhes and es within 
each county, riding, or diviſion, "as ſhall 
have complied with the Act, and fill appear £7. 
labgur under the greateſt burdens from their 


Poor, d 


61 * 
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Poor, in ſuch ſhares. and proportions as they hall 
think juſt and reaſonable, having particular re- 
Bard to thoſe pariſhes and places which ſhall lie 


meat or Eontizuous to the places where ſuch 


nalties, fotfeitores, and fines, or the ſaid” tolls, 
mall ariſe, if they mall xr fr proper objects _—_ 
ſuch diſtribution; - 

When the fund here propoſell mall have re- 
ceived ſuch further reſources and augmentations 
2s may be hereafter given to it; and'ſhall be ca- 

able of anſwering, with the ceconomical regula- 
tlons directed by this Plan, the purpoſes intend- 
ed, with a ſmall aſſiſtance from the poor's rates, 
one general Act may be made to amend that now 
intended to be: paſſed, which may be Ts: oh to 
the exigencies of the Poor at that time: fuch 
parts of the old Acts as ſhall be thought neceſſary, 
may be incorporated in the new one, and all the 
teſt of the 8 Nane that 27 > per 1 
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A'S e PITT EIT Or 
AS diſputes may frequently ariſe. tilt 
this whole Plan can be completed, upon 
miagatters reſpecting baſtard. children, cer- 
tiificate perſons, and removal of paupers, 
-which are the principal ſources of litiga- 
tions about paupers and their ſeitle- 
ments : it may be proper to conſider and 
aſcertain thoſe things in a ſeparate bill, 
by which means a difference of opinion 
in any of thoſe points will not interrupt 

or retard the progreſs of the other. 
In that Bill it may be thought proper to declare, 
that the ſettlement of every baſtard child ſhall be 
jo the place where the mother was legally ſettled, 
and to direct in what manner, and by what exa- 
minations that fact ſhall be aſcertained, before or 


a ſoon as conveniently may be, after the birth 
of the child. | 1 


0 


- 


Such a proviſion will be likely to prevent the 
fuel and inhuman practice of removing pregnant 
women, from one pariſh or place to another, the 
inſtant before their delivery, as by the preſent 
law the child is ſettled at the place of its birth, | 
And, in order to prevent improper removals of 
paupers from one pariſh or place to another, 
which art frequently made on the complaint of 
pariſh officers, that ſuch paupers are likely to be- 
come chargeable, whilſt they are purſuing their 
lawful occupations, and maintaining their families“ 
by their induſtry, without relief or aſſiſtance from 
any pariſh, it may be thought fit in that Bill to 
| | A declarg 


* 


* 


” Ta 


declare the particular circumſtances and ſituation | 


in which the pauper ought to be at the time he 
becomes an object of removal, and to give every 
neceſſary direction to prevent any inconvenience 
or abuſe to the pariſh by that indulgence. * | 

In order to prevent the 1nconveniencies and 
hardſhips ariſing to paupers, and frequently to pa- 
riſhes, from the improper granting or withhold- 
ing certificates, it may deſerve conſideration, he- 
ther in that Bill it may not be fit to declare that 


no certificate hereafter to be granted, ſhall extend 


to any other pariſh or place than that which gives 
the certificate; and that to which it ſhall be given, 
and that it ſhall extend to no other perſons than 
thoſe deſcribed in it, and their children. 

The principal object, in printing and circulat» 


ing this Plan, and theſe Obſervations, amongſt 


the Members of Parliament, is to excite their at- 
tention to this moſt intereſting ſubject, and at the 
ſame time ſuggeſt ſome things for their conſidera- 
tion, which, if approved and applied, may afford 
ſome remedy to the grievanceg complained of, 
until a change of ſyſtem, and the 1 of 2 
great part 0 the preſent poor laws can 

cured : and it is hoped ſome preparate mea- 
ſures will be taken, during the habe Fo re- 
ceſs of Parliament, in order to facilitate this 
. buſineſs in the next ſeſſion. 


_ THO, GILBERT. 


